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I am an obsessive planner. I love maps and travel guides and lists and goals. When my son
was 15 we traveled together to England. I bought tourist maps and guide books of London. I went on
the internet and researched the best place to stay – we rented a flat with a kitchen to save money on
meals. I discovered a 7-day unlimited bus pass deal on the internet. We saw Stonehenge, and
Buckingham Palace, and a castle in Wales, and the Roman Baths. We went to the British Museum
and saw the Rosetta Stone. We toured many cathedrals, and drove past the old mansion where
Harry Potter was filmed. We wasted no time, we saw a thrilling variety of places, and traveled
economically. We had a plan, and did what was on our list, and had no regrets. I enjoy making plans.
Mary had a plan. She was engaged to Joseph of Nazareth. In a few months they would be
married. Joseph would continue his carpentry business; Mary would cook and clean and sew. They
would have children and live happily ever after.
Except that God had a different plan, and Mary was the perfect woman for the role.
God sent his chief messenger, the angel Gabriel, to visit Mary in the farming region of Galilee,
in the town of Nazareth. She was engaged to Joseph the carpenter, but they were not living together
yet; they were waiting until they got married.
The angel Gabriel greeted Mary and told her not to be afraid. Then he explained God’s plan for
her life. He said that she was going to have a very special baby in nine months who would be named
Jesus. He would be called the Son of the Most High God. He would be a descendent of King David
both on his mother’s side and on his step-father Joseph’s side. God’s plan was to give His Son the
throne of his ancestor David where he would reign forever.
When Mary humbly asked how that would be possible, since she was a virgin, Gabriel used
images from the creation of the universe to describe what would take place. Back when the earth was
formless and void and there was only darkness above the swells of dark chaotic waters, the Spirit of
God hovered over the water, and God created light, and order, and plants, animals and human life.
God would again overshadow Mary in a similar way1, and create new life within her in Jesus. The
child to be born would be both human and divine, the Holy sinless Son of God.
Mary received this honor from God, not because of her own merit or because she had done
anything special, but simply because God chose her as part of his plan.
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Mary responded to this change in her plans with grace and humility, saying, “Let it be to me as
you have said.” She was willing to cooperate with God, to obey His will, and to go along with His plan.
Mary was the kind of person that God unexpectedly chooses to use. She doesn’t complain or argue.
She is available, and willing to serve. She received no special training or parenting classes or even a
look at the future. Yet she rejoiced in the opportunity to serve and to be part of God’s plan.God’s plan
to provide a Savior for His people started thousands of years before Mary. Way, way back when God
was creating the world, the first humans doubted God’s goodness and chose to disobey. Their sin
broke the face-to-face relationship they had with God, and they were forced to leave the Garden of
Eden. That sin was not a surprise to God. Even then, at the beginning of the human race, God had a
plan in mind, the perfect way to defeat Satan and to reconcile men and women to himself through the
sacrificial death and resurrection of His Son.2
Over the centuries, God revealed more and more bits and pieces of His plan for His people
Israel. You can find many of those prophetic verses simply by reading through the Gospel of
Matthew. Most Bibles have footnotes referencing the Old Testament verses being quoted. Matthew
quoted the Old Testament prophets about 46 times! All these quotes are clues to God’s plan.
For instance: seven centuries before Christ, the prophet Micah said that the Messiah would
come from Bethlehem3.
The flight to Egypt and then return of the Holy Family to Nazareth fulfilled what the Lord had
said through the prophet Hosea: “out of Egypt I called my Son.4”
The prophet Isaiah described a ‘voice crying in the wilderness to prepare the way for the
coming of the Lord’. John the Baptist was that voice.5

One of the most familiar prophecies about Jesus is recorded by the prophet Isaiah 9:27. READ….
2

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the
shadow of death a light has dawned. 3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy;
they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the
plunder.
4
For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them,
the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 5 Every warrior’s boot used in
battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.
6
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.
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Isaiah’s prophecy names the child to be born as a Wonderful Counselor – he will be a divine
king from the royal line of David.
The prophecy says the child will be called “Mighty God.” He will be a divine warrior who will
protect his people.
As Everlasting Father the child will become an eternal and compassionate provider for his
people. He will turn our darkness into light, our loss into abundance, our despair into joy.
As Prince of Peace His rule will bring Shalom - peace, abundant blessings and well-being to
both individuals and society as a whole.
No mere human being could fulfill titles like these. The child born of the virgin must be the
promised Messiah who will reign over God’s people with a kind of justice and righteousness that no
mere human descendant of David ever achieved.6

Another familiar prophecy about God’s plan is found in Isaiah 11:1-4,6,9-10.
11:1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 2 The
Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel
and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 3 and he will delight in the fear of
the LORD.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 4 but with
righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. …
6

The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the
yearling together; and a little child will lead them….
9

They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
10

In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and
his resting place will be glorious.
Jesse was King David’s father.7 The stump of a tree represents the family and descendants of
Jesse. Although the tree itself was dead and gone, the roots of the tree stump were still alive.
Although David’s dynasty had ended, the one to come would be a fresh new start to the line of David,
a new branch from the roots of the old stump of Jesse.
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Did you know that there is a symbolic Jesse tree right in our building! Out in the new wing on
the way to the Covenant Center, near the doors to the Memorial Garden, is a special Christmas tree
known as a Jesse Tree. The ornaments represent the ancestors and the family tree of Jesus the
Messiah. There are pictures of Adam and Eve, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, Rahab, Ruth (the
grandmother of David), Jesse (David’s father), down through the centuries to Mary and Joseph and
then to Jesus. On the back of each ornament is the Bible verse that tells about that person.
The Jesse Tree is intended to remind you of God’s plan throughout history from Adam and Eve
and Abraham on down to Mary and Joseph. The Jesse Tree will remind you of God’s faithfulness,
grace and loving-kindness. It will remind you that God keeps His promises, and that God has a good
plan for his people.
The birth of Jesus to the Virgin Mary was not the end of God’s plan, but the culmination of the
Old Covenant and the beginning of the New.
Jesus the Messiah lived for approximately 33 years. He traveled, he preached, he taught. He
called twelve men as his closest disciples. The Gospel of Luke reports that Jesus “cured many who
had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind”.
John the Baptist sent messengers to ask, “Are you the Messiah, the one who is to come, or
should we expect someone else?”8
Jesus replied giving the evidence of his fulfillment of the ancient prophecies from Isaiah: “Go
back and report to John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive sight, the lame walk, those
who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to
the poor.”9
God’s plan included the death of Jesus on the cross as the perfect sacrifice for the forgiveness
of sin. In his sinlessness he won the battle with Satan and is victorious over sin and death. Jesus the
Christ reigns on high over the Kingdom of God.
The fulfillment of God’s plan has continued for over 2000 years as the disciples of Jesus have
carried out his command to “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you to the very end of the age.”10
This is where you and I come into God’s plan. We too, are to make disciples of all nations. We
are to intentionally learn to know Christ and then actively make him known to the next generation.
Are you worried about just how you do that?
When the angel Gabriel told Mary about God’s plan for her life, she asked, “How can this be?”
To paraphrase the answer Gabriel gave: “Don’t worry, Mary. God knows you are t he right one for this
responsibility. You are humble, you are willing, you are available. That is enough. God will provide all
that you need to fulfill your part of His plan.”
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That is God’s answer to us as well. He has a grand over-arching plan for all of humanity; He
also has a plan for your individual life. Your part is to be humble, willing, and available. God will give
you the strength. God will give you guidance. He will equip you. He will provide what you need. He
will never leave you or forsake you or abandon you.
God’s plan for Mary did bring with it some pain and much that she did not understand. But in
the end there was heavenly joy, eternal joy, joy that no one could ever take away. She had that deep
settled confidence that God was in control of every area of her life.
God has promised in the Psalms: “I will instruct you and guide you along the best pathway for
your life. I will advise you and watch your progress.”11
God has said through the prophet Jeremiah: “For I know the plans I have for you, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”12
This Christmas, may you be blessed by God’s special gift of Joy that comes with having a part
in God’s plan.
Amen.

Benediction: May the Joy of the Lord always be your strength.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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